
 

   
 

 
June 8, 2020 

 
Dear Members of the House and Senate Armed Services Committee,  
 
On behalf of Concerned Veterans for America and our thousands of activists around the country, we 
urge you to support the following policy reforms as the National Defense Authorization Act of 2021 
makes its way through the legislative process. Congress should prioritize addressing the greatest 
threats to our national security while upholding constitutional obligations and effectively 
leveraging our limited defense resources. 
 
Refocus defense resources – Congress should work to refocus our national defense resources on 
long-term challenges that threaten America’s security and national interest. 

• Support force structure reforms across all branches, including those proposed by Marine 
Corps Commandant Gen. David Berger to better equip the Marines for great power 
deterrence.1 

• Oppose the inclusion of legislative text that would keep U.S. troops on dangerous 
deployments that do not meaningfully advance our national security interests, such as 
previous efforts to compel forces to remain in Africa,2 Syria,3 and Afghanistan.4 
 

Restore the balance of power – Restore the balance between Congress and the executive branch 
in matters of war and peace and reinstitute transparency requirements about troop levels and 
spending. 

• Fulfill Congress’ Article I constitutional duty by ensuring any new conflicts initiated are 
backed5 by a new authorization for military force, and outdated AUMFs are repealed.6  

• Require the Defense Manpower Data Center to resume its reporting on topline U.S. troop-
levels around the world, which it recently suspended in several key countries.7 This data 
communicates where and how the U.S. is committed around the world and should be 
available in a transparent manner.  

• Resume the Department of Defense annual reporting on allied contributions toward 
common defense priorities. Understanding our allies’ contributions to shared defense 
efforts is critical to making better foreign policy decisions. 

• Keep the Future Years Defense Program unclassified to ensure transparency in future 
defense plans and spending projections.8 

 
Reduce unneeded spending – Reduce spending on programs not critical to a strong military while 
enacting reforms that reduce waste. 

 
1 https://www.marinecorpstimes.com/news/your-marine-corps/2020/01/12/new-in-2020-big-changes-coming-for-
marine-corps-jobs-gear-as-it-shifts-to-fight-near-peer/ 
2 https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BILLS-116hr6089ih/pdf/BILLS-116hr6089ih.pdf 
3 https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BILLS-116hr914ih/pdf/BILLS-116hr914ih.pdf 
4 https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/BILLS-116hr2060ih/pdf/BILLS-116hr2060ih.pdf 
5 https://khanna.house.gov/sites/khanna.house.gov/files/Iran%20Amendment.pdf 
6 https://www.congress.gov/amendment/116th-congress/house-amendment/555 
7 https://www.militarytimes.com/news/your-military/2018/04/09/dod-strips-iraq-afghanistan-syria-troop-numbers-
from-web/ 
8 https://breakingdefense.com/2020/04/dont-classify-the-fydp-budget-transparency-helps-allies-taxpayers/ 
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• Reform, and eventually completely retire, the use of the Overseas Contingency (OCO) 
account which has become a slush fund to disguise Department of Defense (DOD) spending 
increases. Congress should begin by enacting reforms to increase transparency, 
accountability, and stop using it for costs unrelated to U.S. operations in the Middle East.9 

• Evaluate costly and unnecessary acquisitions. 
o Reject any acquisition authorizations above the president’s budget request to 

reduce purchasing expensive and unneeded equipment. 
o Slow down future acquisitions of the F-35 in favor of new F-16s and F/A-18s given 

ongoing development problems until the aircraft becomes more reliable and cost-
effective.10  

o Cancel future acquisitions of the Littoral Combat Ship, given consistent cost 
overruns, performance issues, and current acquisitions already exceeding the 
Navy’s requirements.11 

• Include language authorizing another Base Realignment and Closure process. The DOD 
estimates12 an excess base capacity over 20% and the DOD budget has requested another 
round in six out of the last eight years to save costs and more efficiently utilize resources.13 

 
Reject non-germane policies – Reject attempts to add non-defense related language into the 
NDAA. This is a distraction to the issue at hand and will only make final conference negotiations 
more difficult. 

• Rebuff non-germane language offering state bailouts, provisions of the HEROES Act, or 
other coronavirus relief packages that should be handled in separate legislation or by states. 

 
Concerned Veterans for America believes Congress’ role in shaping our nation’s defense priorities is 
essential. Supporting language to refocus our efforts abroad, to restore Congress’ commitment to its 
constitutional foreign policy obligations, to reduce wasteful spending, and to reject proposals 
unrelated to defense or to our top security needs will provide a strong footing for our nation’s 
defense in 2021. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
 
Nate Anderson 
Executive Director 
Concerned Veterans for America 
 

 
9 https://www.ntu.org/publications/detail/reforming-the-oco-account-a-better-deal-for-taxpayers-watchdogs-and-
the-military 
10 https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2019-06/54667-budgetoptions-2.pdf 
11 https://www.defensenews.com/naval/2018/09/18/congress-to-buy-3-more-lcs-than-the-navy-needs-but-gut-
funding-for-sensors-that-makes-them-valuable/ 
12 https://fas.org/man/eprint/infrastructure.pdf 
13 https://www.militarytimes.com/news/pentagon-congress/2019/08/15/plans-for-a-new-base-closing-round-may-be-
running-out-of-time-report/ 
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